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few brigs and corvettes. These vessels, Sire, were necessary not only for defending the mouth of the Tagus, and supporting the Russian fleet against any enterprise of the English blockading squadron, but also to guard the pontoons occupied by the Spanish troops we had disarmed, and to keep Lisbon in check. In such critical circumstances the ships could not be left to their crews; this was the reason for having placed there one thousand men; I will say nothing of the forts.y 'The forts must be defended. But what necessity for pushing two thousand men to the left bank of the Tagus ?y
<( < Sire, that measure was suggested by considerations of equal delicacy and importance. Eight Russian vessels, under the command of Admiral Siniavin, were blockaded in the Tagus. The only good anchorage in that road is near the left bank, which was covered with insurgents, increasing daily in numbers and hardihood, who, had that bank been evacuated by us, would soon have been reinforced by detachments from the English vessels; and as they would have lost no time in bringing guns to bear, the situation of the Russian fleet must have been untenable, and the difficulties of our own situation in consequence greatly aggravated. What complaints, Sire, would that Admiral, in such a case, have addressed to his Court! An Admiral, who, moreover, only sought an excuse to make common cause with the English! May he not have speculated on surrendering, and imputing that step to a willful desertion ? And how much would the Due d'Abrantes have been distressed to have furnished him with such a pretext, or to have occasioned any grievance to the Emperor Alexander. Political motives, therefore, decided our military arrangements.>
<(To this the Emperor made no reply, and walked for some time in silence.* At length he said: (And San-of the Peninsula^ ( Sire, Marshal Soult, at Corunna, was opposed toommands, and he hadder into your hands the command of the 3d division, of he is to be informed only by yourself, and in person; you w: the importance of this necessary disposition to prevent a mo lapse or uncertainty in the command.
